August 2015

This is the 3rd summary in a series of updates enclosed with the water meter
readings mailed to those who are billed for the use of the municipal water
supply of Hoosick Falls. Over the past months, much has been learned and a
summary is as follows:
A pilot study has been completed and it has been determined that Granulated
Activated Carbon (GAC) is effective in reducing the amount of
perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) to unmeasurable levels for our specific water
supply. This technology exists and is recognized as effective by Rensselaer
County Department of Health and NYS Department of Health.
NYS DoH has agreed to analyze water samples on an on-going basis at no
charge to the community. Additionally, samples have been taken from
privately owned wells in the surrounding area to investigate the extent of the
contamination to see whether the contamination is localized, or broader in
scope. Again, I ask that anyone who has had water samples privately analyzed,
to please provide copies of specific results to the Village Clerk’s Office. This
information will be used by the County and NY State Departments of Public
Health to determine the most effective long term mitigation plans for our
community water supply.
The Village Board has approved an agreement with the MRB
Planning/Engineering Group to provide an engineering report which will
summarize the specifics of our water concerns, and which verifies that the
correct steps are being taken toward a successful resolution. This report is also
required by all potential funding sources – whether they are state, federal or
private sources.
Several conversations with staff from the offices of Senators Schumer and
Gillibrand, Congressman Gibson, as well as direct discussions with Senator
Marchione and Assemblyman McLaughlin regarding federal and state sources
for funding have occurred. The issue remains that until the Federal EPA
completes its current data gathering process regarding PFOA and makes a
determination, this man-made substance remains officially an “unregulated
contaminant” and therefore, rules, regulations or enforceable standards for
levels in drinking water do not exist. Both the Village Water Treatment Plant
and the Waste Water Plant continue to meet and exceed all county, state and
federal regulations. We are in compliance in all areas.
Discussions have also taken place with the regional representative from the
Governor’s Office. There will be more communications as we continue to
move forward.

To date, our efforts have been focused on finding a practical and feasible way
to minimize and or eliminate PFOA from our water supply. The addition of a
secondary filtration system using GAC technology is the route we will pursue.
Efforts are being made to secure funding at all levels. There is a regulated
process with specific time frames to follow and the Village Board has directed
MRB to initiate that process.
At the regular July meeting of the Village Board, representatives from SaintGobain presented their plans to support the collaborative efforts of our
community in working toward a successful resolution. We consider this a
positive step. They have retained C. T. Male Engineering to do a
hydrogeologic study of the McCaffery Street property. The results of this study
will be shared with the community as we move forward. We hope to have the
results from this effort by the Fall of 2015.
Since October of 2014 to the present, the financial cost to the Village has been
in excess of $63,000. The estimated cost to add the secondary GAC filtration
system is approximately $2,200,000 for initial construction not including
routine maintenance. Although the Village is financially solvent, other funding
sources will be required to meet this need.
Rest assured that the Village Board is working diligently to resolve this issue
and is committed to restoring the public’s confidence in our municipal water
supply. Your patience is appreciated, we share your concern, and you will
continue to be updated as to the progress made. Suggestions or comments can
be forwarded to me at themayorhf@gmail.com or messages left at 686-7072
ext. 5.

Thank you.

David Borge, Mayor
Village of Hoosick Falls

